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OF MR, DUNCAN,
OF OHIO.

I e Hu\‘nu"q[ Representalives; Mareh 6; 1841—0n the
bill nwdduced by him to regulate the election of elae-
s for Presideny and Vice President and members of

* 4 songuess throughout the United States.

My, DUNCAN spoke as follows:

o ilbere ds 00 higher duty we owe 10 olirselves, (o each
sorligh.and Lo aur couniry, in whateyer sifuation e mity
Auplaged, gr whaijever sphere.in life we may fill, than
ito,undepstang.the saiyre of our, guvernment, and the cl:
il institatiogs by, which our rights are fo be maintained
S uilizens, '&" p} which our civil duties and_obliga-
%iuns towards each.other are (0 be regulated, | This duty
i not morebinding wpon us in a civil than in a paliticil
suie, 1t I indispeiisatie 10 & tafthful discharge of our
‘diirles As privhte cltiZens that we sliould understand the
“dinids of a éiizen. Thiose dulies fmvoke & ktiowledge
of thielegal nd politicalifestraints which civil govern-
mient throwe fipon ds #6d brings us under, These civil
duties nnhubligullm afe commento, and binding dp-
won, allméd ina saw ot organized society, whatever the
fuiin of govemment may be; but we, as American citi-
2eas, in addition 10 these duzies, owesome of n highee
liaracter whichay more propetly be denomitinied po-
‘Whical duties, whith Teontra-distinguish, from civi) du-
‘Y tor e putpose of illustration,  Civildaties, and a
Luiswledgze of the obiligativns which civil duties fmpose,
appenain to the subjects of & monarchy or an aristoera-
wy. ~The same civil duties, in proportion 10 the requi-
wilions gt law, appenain 1o the cimens of' a republican
government; but owing to the fact thit each individual
e ianot only a citfzen, but. also wmember of the re-
yebire, and o paztol e law:making poter, he owes
somo higher dutiesthan o mere citizen,  Those higher'
“dirties [ ¢l politica) dufiés:  Obedienee isthie duty  of
the fiamble subjéet of the mouarchical govemment while

“eorvmand, i the prérogative ofihe mynareh; Lint

republican government, the duties of obedience and kub-
sifisslon hre unftedwiih 1he prerojzative o command, in

flic satwe person, - Such i the nawe of -onr.govern. ! ey :
_]nmmuv_e.ldgmmmc]r——thal i ﬂ"!hwiz.ﬁ',-llq o, ap- iaptiy abused. IfT can do'that, 1 will have shown good' isto use it, and expose t, Lo prevent & repetition of q:h’-

mtert” With us, bo man‘can bé sodow asto’ shake off
the dities of legdl and constitutional <submision; vo

yian edn be xo kigh as (o ke exempt from them. . No |

A0 €A beyo low (in crimeaxcepted) s 1o cxcnse
Binsel(from a pamicjpation.in the duties of goveming.
10 man enty baaodizh asto trangoend ‘exeniption ftom
vl ahlinatiuns and ditiesiof the moss hinnble vitizen, or
o exeraise posersin thesestablishmentof vules. ot civil
coduet, not common te€ach wii evepy withem, obly as
that power is delegated tahitn by the soffrage of those
T reprosents, vai whatevoe offieinl position he gy oc-

g, " And s Trads me to an expose of the' chatncter |

-l vt goverment. | “That1do) niei ohly in- conldimity
Wik ligh urf Shieli { dwe a8 & citizen i’ commion,
Tt representative; 1 do i natonly becanse we cafi-
yiot 106 frequently refer to first principles, wehiethet fif'a
pelkate or in an offiéial capaciry; bnt because e bil
wn(er consideration, i its defetee aud ndvancement, ve-
quires stich an expose, i orer o fllnstrate ke abso-
Jute necessity of this hill begsuilng a law. L

+ Bir; ourgovernment is :éwémmmt olthe, peaple. =
1t was created by the people; it is sustained Ly the peo.
Pt and the people are the govermmyny lo every poiti-
sal purpuse and iftent, . And in thesg cohsist the . great
sl frcamental difierence between, a fepublican, (or
democratic) foym of govemmentandall others. 1 be
Jigte there are but three distinet forms of govemment re-
garded as tundamenta), viz: & movarchical; hud aristo-
eratlcnl, anil o republicats fhny a1l ogiets o re smodifica-

Yions of mittures of these, Al govemments were Te-
yublican in their origin; no peaple even were so blipd 1o
their otwm interests; and so regardless of thelr individual

prléitegenand niriral rights, as o surrender them into.

Vlie hands of any one man ot sevol . mien, o dispensd -

\i¥étm at his or their pleasure or eaprice. * T make anoth-

wide spread (a adumit of a simple democracy, * The fra-

- tion fothe exerciseof the dlective {ranchite, so are any “those who hate horight 1o vote, or, bavmg. a right 10 sjdon, ' The clerk réad:

sanehas o abiding place without the other. 'I'he}_wnlk' ‘my puirpose o show that the elective franchise hos been d;' Q&m

move merely asitiey aremoved by the: will the laws  lewsthave wisely defined the myunher in: - m
Wehich govern them, or the will ot him or therl who  be uied, and Ihe::tu'w when 4t shiall b ::‘}fl;: ::‘:: . :mmﬁ:hem?iﬁmdmh itmids: . woull be: ex-
mokethelaws. -Buch a people muy bear, in their ek, where it s%all be need; by whom it shith tetived, antithe . leetions ofise mm«mmm*e
woroal form; the imageol their’ Maker fora time| but - eirermstanies under which it shall b uséd A vislition, W;:nibq-ﬁ,nﬁ i;L‘ ;umnhr knowe, ‘avd 5o
have the sou! of Balaam's ags: and in time will became | OF any ol Uiose provigions is-a vioaticn oFths condtify- .- spread communi ;r.i,m 1 hm - '“bﬁ :ﬂ‘“ﬂ'

v g » o 5 - ax-

" qsees both it sop) andbody. A monarchy and fraris. Monsand'oFihetaws regalating theibe of Whe' elogtive ) poses, s0.kproceed (o present some of them; - Ladyddine

\ocrney inay both assume 3 representative character, by * fiaticliise, and a corfuption and” violation "of the ‘fran-, e for-1.

a delegation of the prerogatives of law making; Taw nd- chixe ftself; and Hie who ¥s guilty of 1 is guiliy of t:'l:: : m:}h:: mmbiﬁmmm N ks
judication, and Jaw execution, which is most ‘génetally Soh the mos dﬂﬁéﬂqﬁﬂ and ﬂSEfiiVail‘d:' adifhe ﬂ.eit'm'!l- il wuwmmm 'l:e collect s
the cnse in extensiye movarchies and aristocragies;  bug ~ Officer, Shd%: ity 1t ¥ to guard and dekend At fran.  party 1 ey Snaiiroe
representative changedoes notchange the eharscter of Chise, has willfully or negligently permitted SN Kiola- 1 hold in my Band'a'book. It is the jburnalic

the government; it ouly operates to the sass af (he mop- Tation, he fs !fli_fﬂ'j'_'!if botli treagon and F'Erilif}’; "And investigating committee ufnlad and ml iR
archy or those holdiug power o an aristocracy; nojtothe ‘ipoh the same principle, he who holds an office in cor- egislawreot Ohio w investigatea .mhg L
reliefor enfranchisement of the people. Thase who,re- fiption o the'eleetiveltanchise, and in_ violaticn of the Wright, contetor, and G, W Hoznu uommj' i
ceive five dolegation vfsach prerogatives, are the, repre- constiration, is er,tiﬂll;"g\f[h}'of Lreagoh, iuas'nﬁmh a8y a&‘-.l'lu'mm; of ‘Hamllto;n ] t\lrho we ' candidates ["Lu
senintives of the Origina] power; and itis hiswill, power both aré violations'of a sagred'and fiindamienial pringi- . tho,Qbio Senate a4 tho annual elmio: { 1840—the o
and-interests; they are bound o promote ~not the jnter- e of the governmenl, ATl rapublics have placeda high. mer as rank a biuedight federal-w G justi mngi-
eats of the people,  Anditis most generilly. the case, eatimedtion the elestive’ tranchise, abd have imposed - the Hariford convention; ot wonhi?gd“ e

thit representative monafehies and aHistoeracies arethe  Penalties for its violations and abuses in propartion to  ter aspure and as fiom a locofoen Mh:h?mmtha lu-n
mikt oppressive ol all govermments; they incregse taxa- its magnitude. i " democratas ever bore the name or “skinned g h
tion, and oppress suillmore by. means ofcollection, with- T believe in the Grecian States, in their republican both cléver fellows, and highly IIB bl cl:!:;.
out in any pariicdlas, elevating the character or ‘condi- days, a voilation of the elective franchise was punishel €¥ery pemonal ﬂ“‘;m“lﬂ sense H:P:I;‘;l'e .
tion ﬁe subject. But I have neither time nor space 1Y death. It was a penal ‘offence’tor a citizen of ‘one Gesstul candidate; Wright comw:ed his it e
10 pusie the investigation in detail; it issafcient (o say State'lo vifte in, or meddle with the instititions of anoth - book contains “1'; evidence disclosed by ;am'; lﬂd 5
they are both \heir nalure and practical operation, cal- ‘e Such an offence was Jooked upon and puuished as 15 a large book; it contains four hmdbr:: ahyiicy g
eulated to-oppress the subjees, nd ‘are worse flidn no {reason. R iswo, and is and hos been considered <o, in” ges; and every page, from the tilé pag ::l::;'!ﬂ!’ ot
government. I would prefer anarchy; 1 wonld rather €very republic. Anabuse of the eleetive franchise, fs 2 is crowded in close ilnes and small 13 mm
die in defence of my mawiral vights, than live a slave, - viplation of a fundamental prineiple of the govervment, of the basest frauds on the elective rnn:éhu_ "

A republican government, 17epeat, i o government.of -and‘an atempt to overthrow the government ltsell. No . the frauds of 1840 are undersiood, this book dwmﬁ_l_u
thepeople. Thepeople and the government, in a polit- institation should be guarded with such jealous care as frauds beyond suspicion, -and & ond compre-
ieal sense, are the samre;  1havessaidin all reprlilies, that.of the clective franchise; for the overthrow of all ' hension, Did I novowe ftto m%iﬁﬁ#hﬂ

" all political prérogatives belong to the people this s Jit.  Others puttogether; youldnot o much endanger our’, lry, and.a my office, and this constifution, which § have

ergllytme,  Thonghieur goversment isa representa- liberties, It is the highest duty that every citizen . owes . bound m ! and! 4

tive democract, yet all power is in thehiands 61'3 the peo- 10 Himself, to hisicountry, tothe 'ﬂm“f.:'yﬂf' his -ances. :?Dd 1o mmmm@ xlmprsp i
ple; and their represenfatives ire bt thelr agents, butind tors, (o their blood and treasure spilled and expended in lh characterof our re umm':guw ) tl.l‘llf o8
by: their will; respansible to tlfem, and removableat theie thegreat revolution by which we were redesed; and a-  abroad, T could wish tll:il book, and v “d
will, . Tt was mposgible, at the commencement, that ” bave all; o those who ate 0 caine atler i, o preserve | frands ’pncltwd et " all such evidence of
ours cond b ainy thing bl & representitive democrity; - 'his faneltise in fs pristine purity; dnd 1o tranemit it un _ the things that neter mnungnm;lﬁ.‘,ﬂ'. were_among
onr population was o great, and our ierrithry was 100 sullied to posterity: ) G S g i 4! ﬁm mh‘?h
My nestubject 38 kovshow thet the jelective franchise collection of the pabyle {n this a’ouﬁi’.—,." j‘; HARE,  J0:
mers o our governmient were compelled fo give us are. s been basely violated, and the balloi-Box most cor-  of taunt and boustin other countries ‘ﬂﬁn::e:r;l

[1 (3 ke ] "

point agents to da that for us, which wesccording tothe 1085008 why this bill sbould: pass, or some other one frauds, Sir, I {
fundamental pringiples of democragy, shoull hinve done that will prevent suehabuse and ;nch corruption liere- lhall.&Et'm'h’nld“h‘nd"ywugmgmiﬁm{ uul:nnl::h?]:

ourgelves.  Onr ancestors, in Ihe_fnnﬁnlipn of otr, gov- ufier, county of Hamilton, at the 4 -
emment, provided the means by which we should 4 I havestated that our constitutions and laws havede-  the da}mmmu:‘uckamm ;Tmelmmm o ,ﬁ%’ !'MWI::_
] ol ) orgarised systens

| poink sur ngents, . The power and means by which we finéd the manner in which the elective frarichise shaly swindlin i i vidence
‘appotut otir political agents or répresentatives, is enlled  beused, as well as who shall be entitled to its uemim-.l m,;,,,ﬁ ::dlhrl mﬁ%‘, :hm :ﬁu:;m' & ”i:t
3 4 v T 3 =) ‘

the eleciive finelise,  To define all aur free inatftu. ond the samerules prohibitits wse in any other woy inthe ;

tions Which make uponr prond and' glorinds politicd] than those designated,  For this purpuﬁc,' election pr';- the ;'r::ﬂsmz:e:nslm:?ww ‘;miﬂhip&wrh
falin, i forefgn to mypresentplirpose; nordoesthe. sup eingls are estnblished in every county in every Statein  iniquily, l;ut as ?o{ml also; but a ik e
port of the present bill require suth o range. There'fs the Union, By the wisdom ol our law-makers, those which 1 received from : ns m mrl cshsngT
one of thr f.'“ mstimtions which 1 propdse vety biriefly  preincts are small; they have also provided for the ap-  the Staje of Obio nndp:: l t:t.hu oA
to discnss = ] mean the elective franchise, That'is one pointment of a class of aflicers ealled judges of elaction,  letters received l;efm the :: i::kp Siaiap-
which, of 11 others demands ont/attention, ‘otir conside Whose duty it is to know of themselves, or by informa-  arrangements wend making ﬁlt!(:ﬂ. o i
cbation, and’ our especial guardianship. Of all_oor tion, all persons who are or are not entitled fo the use by companies to defat ::cﬂ 'N"j”“ S phpce
prond etitntions, tint i the proudest; of all free instity  of the elective franchise. * The judges are sworn to fe-  after the election,. infi -llyi_ etion, and letters recieved
Tiots that isthe mokt-valoable. « It 1s the soulnd body —ceive no vole front thie hand of aniy one not entitled foa  been sent, had vnl‘ed. a::im mihl oy P
ot obirrepnblic; Tt is the basis of sur political fabrie; it 0% within (he precines; and 1o rejectall votes from per-  part o de;'eal bty I " of hgviagidunes fpic
is the foundation ot all our free institutions., Destroy Jt, #onsliving without the precinel, whether citlzensof she  feither Hme tior ROGIS, | Ave Iy MH‘""
and gur ﬁofcmt_ljcm_lms {ts name, and all our free jn.  Stete or the United Statés, ornot. - "The object of those  mase ,fwmmm‘;‘e ":“ﬂ‘ﬁll but 2 sl part “f““,'
stitutions are annibilnted. “They becoine in nn instant, - provisions and glinds is to secure the elective franchise glaringitems, and m “1 “:1]3 B R b
A part of the’ dust of aiber republics; and, with thew, from abote, Ok constitations and laws have péculiar lagets m m,“;ﬁ y allude w the balance, P hy
wust be nunibered among the things that arenot. The “1¥ guarded the States from interforence with each other  some on foat, som T A Suug-
wleetive franehise ja hot anly the arch of our own, and in Felation 1 the privilege or flic abiise of the hallot-box ‘wagon 16ads. ;um oh horseback, some on mules, by
avery other pillar af the temple of libenty, bt ‘it is (he ~ and &l ections are deolared void Which are vitiated by Mm gacs, by Sagelosds, gud by steambeat-loads,

X A 1 4 s 2 . i z . R |
rule by which frésfor is measred; for fist in propas - Mlegalvotes—whether by illegal votes from the hand of In‘ﬂ;,‘—_’i:&i’;&ﬁ? Q&T&mf?f “‘“:;:

n of Jeffireon Peake
i e g, v O
hand in'hend together, they Jive togeiber; ey digflogeth ‘violited itf all the particulars which I hive wentioned, .:-'bmo-{-‘q%* s an, %’;EE 'ﬁmﬁm%g
er.” ‘The {mmiers ol our government were so. ediscious- bulmore especially by persons voung il States, coun- -"-.hé‘ii'm' come % ‘,j,_‘;\_ﬂ__:..‘ d by bi o
" Thdmas J. Henderson, ‘.ﬂﬂp d?g:fﬂuofﬁf :

people {feé. and covereign. Freedom ahd the electiys  Vole, vole in the precinct, county of State, viber than gy
franchise areaynotomousterms and handmaidens, The thatdesigniited asthe proper place fovote. It is now h}';‘P R

of the vast importanee of tlie elective franphise,gﬁn(.mey.. tied, ind'pretinets in which they P eht 10’ voie,

interwawe it in the political institations of oup countryt  &nd it violation of express laws: tegulating electionsy * Tatif cirenlt conet, in the.down of Warsaw, cou

in such a manner that itgould not be destroyed :wimpul':'_ﬁﬂl}“_ ning 1ho privileges of eleetions mfndit isto pm: hgi:ﬁﬂlh'ﬁ?m'fhm?"‘?“'o.fgwwi‘-W-."f

Uninging i upon, a1 ot O, tieeiors had . ¥ebCaepeion s Violeons berealler, and In il corber, 1840, agreeblya the ainass ol
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ve asbonton—that is that man possesses all the reqoi-
 sito for selhgovernment; and to deny thase requisitcs is
swelander o the human amily; and a base imputation
o the Almighty. T also-assert, that no geverninent
‘over fell by the cormptions.of the people.  Why, then

"-v »
il

“right lu'g’g&e{lhm_lhisfﬁqndlii,t, w‘hi_ukmpumm ‘time, that I have inthoduced this b1 It would seem - {odrtied - ety *W&?" WA{F y
with the Blodd of thionsdrils, and, with'th, oreasnre’ of | that the fralragsevt ibe tedotai constitationbhad a presen e m?;fhﬁm"mm, e, 3, 1840, g8
m:ma:,_wn_tm.b_c:p;?f;glnt'elundeh-ieﬂil‘f;ém}d « ment ofithe possibilisy of the abnise of the electivefran ~~ ' e N T ) "'a I
never .Itqunqdeml"‘ hiey had a tight to suppase that ‘chise, in the-very mannet and by the PR L A . Deceunsa 3, 1840, '
thowe mofa), politiea, snd patriolicobiigaticny and da- , whichit hoabeen violates hiencthey i ol fmnmﬂf'wm, :
8 G ol B S e it of, sail, Goorge Wi
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A eenonid wikbe avled | hye il wepabliescfol TR B B LR e ostely, o, the Jadéral. 0 s Sereis ;
1601 Why bavesl govemotents whichdepenged upon g e et i R s eanlleng rad Congress: of proventing wsuch such an  Holmes, who being : :
\lie aggregate wisdom and-subility of the people, failed? \Jmﬂd furt_virbgam]rc_gmnl;r;agmmtgumﬁmg. ,evﬂ.h 0 3 5 A i ) “”'ht o m:':h:mdﬁy W}ﬁmm NG
+$0 i#part of iy purpost, in tny siipport of e present ons npon thatkacred instuniioe! They hadatightto  Thold in any hand the constitution of the: United Questivs by Thos ,J IR T : p_f‘_.
[ v Answer tbese inlerrogataties; Apgresent; £ wish Fupgose_ll.wmlson urmeimgfggklbu_u prodigal and  States, . The fonnk seevion of the first article, reads Wi !m’-‘":'“& m ’ mm .":} &
1 define and llusicate the chiavacter of our govermnen; reckless asto squander that legacy Which was toprovide “rt:-:ls ' L . g g m‘m"."" u“i-n- aate "‘\‘;:‘. now of afty person e
ot that parpése, 19 {llustrate s ifaiples of othér pcace.happ!\‘ﬂs, {reedom, ahd :ar!mndepce tamillions T‘hcnugg.p!ag:eg{ and manner of holding, slections . ““RHH ontha w&m‘!fw@@hm::u‘&m hga
poyemuments, and to expose the differeee; 1. the ¢hd agor aliime. Wiy, AL (@ Fight o Bojic 4pat to for senatars and repfesentatiies: éhall b6 prencribed in  any ting about iy state all you kngw: gl 'Qv
e R G mﬁ;nflbcs:u?; bawmo:‘;;lt;teodcoﬂapil‘lh?igqn- f:::&:amh‘ylthe_ﬂw theré6f but the’ Cofgress pem1 - B 27\ 4. -:m..»hhﬁ‘u‘ A -
' A'ionateh rReNL. {8 RAT TN (COMRROMA-  fov o ber e T ity depended ithe duratiphof ali the 11AY BERRY Hie; D w, maks oF alter such cegulitions - P A i} TR
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may, determineithie time of thoosing | ness fop M il ,.n.um, bl
b day’on which they shall glve ibeif  going M’ !'ii,#'vl'roquw o ﬁ-m@ on,
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